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Summary 

On October 9, 2024, the international roundtable conference 
“85 years of Victory at Khalkhin Gol: what history teaches us” was held 
at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
Researchers from Russia, Mongolia, and Japan participated in this 
event. The roundtable was an important part of celebrations in Russia 
and Mongolia to commemorate the 85-year anniversary of the Joint 
Victory in the Border Conflict of 1939. A collective monograph was 
based on the scientific reports presented during the conference, which 
were expanded and extended into articles. Additionally, some of the 
authors who did not attend the conference contributed their own works 
to be published in the monography.

The fighting in the area of the Khalkin Gol River is an example 
of military prowess, military fortitude, and the fighting spirit of the 
Soviet and Mongolian armies. The events in 1939, which were one of 
the major conflicts of the early 20th century and changed the balance of 
power in East Asia, also turned Japan’s aggressive intentions towards 
the south. During the Khalkhin Gol events, the Red Army, along with 
the Mongolian allies, managed to turn the situation in their favor, elim-
inating the threat of a Japanese invasion. The monograph emphasizes 
the international significance of Soviet and MPR victory in this con-
flict, as well as the importance of their role in shaping the future of the 
region. 

Nevertheless, there are still “white spots” regarding the border con-
flict on Khalkin Gol. In this monograph, the researchers pay attention to 
the human aspect of the 1939 war. These events were a crucial training 
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ground for the Red Army, and tank and air forces played a significant 
role in defeating the Japanese. However, the monograph’s authors high-
light the importance of artillery (Shagov A. E.) and political propaganda 
(Kapustin D. A.). Shagov A. E. demonstrates that it was artillery that 
allowed Soviet-Mongolian forces to inflict significant damage on the 
Kwantung Army, despite some shortcomings with the Red Army artil-
lery organization. The monograph also mentions the use of biological 
weapons by the Japanese in 1939 (Kim S. P.), as well as humanitarian 
aspects of the conflict, such as casualties and prisoners (Kobayashi A., 
Datsyshev V. G.). Monograph provides interesting insights into how 
Red Army soldiers viewed the enemy, including rare glimpses into 
their lives, such as leisure activities, food, music, and assessments of 
Japanese infantry and armored units (Senyavskaya E. S.).

Intelligence also played an important part in these events. Articles by 
Katasonova E. L. and Kulanov A. E. focus on this issue. In particular, 
modern views are given on the recruitment theory of Japanese com-
mander Komatsubara Michitaro by Soviet special services. It is impor-
tant that the authors base their arguments on facts rather than myths.

New information is provided about the situation behind the 
front lines — in Manchuria: about the role of the Russian emigrants 
(Nazemceva E. N.), the work of Japanese military censors to suppress 
dissent and panic in their army. The idea of attacking the USSR and MPR 
was not popular among the local Manchurian population (Kato K.). 

To understand the events of 1939, it is important to look at the 
broader context. Victory was achieved through the efforts of not just 
the military and intelligence but also diplomacy, as shown by Mileev 
D. A.’s article on the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact. Ignatova 
M. M.’s article highlights the significance of the victory for China and 
its view of the conflict. The monograph explores how modern foreign 
scholars (Boikova E. V.) and the media (Sarkisov K. O.) perceive the 
events.

It should be noted that a large part of this work is devoted to devel-
oping cooperation between Russia and Mongolia during the 20th and 
21st centuries, to the history of relations between two contries. This 
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emphasizes the importance of these bilateral relations, and Russia’s 
respect for the memory of its historical allies (Cedendambyn Batbayar, 
Zhabaeva L.B., Orlova K.V., Enhbat Ochkhuu, Delgerceceg Unubilegt, 
Shishov A.V.).

This collective monograph is dedicated to the memory of two promi-
nent historians and close friends — Vladimir Viktorovich Grayvoronsky 
(Doctor of Historical Sciences, 1937–2024) and Viktor Alexandrovich 
Gavrilov (Candidate of Psychological Sciences; 1956–2014). Rest in 
peace.
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